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provides for continued examination of an utility or plant application 
filed on or after June 8, 1 995. 
See The American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA). 
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This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 C.F.R. § 1.114 of the above-identified application. 

NOTE : 37 C.F.R. § 1.114 is effective on May 29, 2000. If the above-identified application was filed prior to May 29, 2000, applicant may 
wish to consider filing a continued prosectuion application (CPA) under 37 C.F.R. §1.53 (d) (PTO/SB/29) instead of a RCE to be eligible for 
the patent term adjustment provisions of the AIPA. See Changes to Application Examination and Provisional Application Practice, Final Rule, 65 
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established R CE practice. HiFOS^IX /JT~ 



1. | Submission required under 37 C.F.R. §1.114 
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Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on 
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Other Declaration of William N. Weaver (3 pages) with one (1) drawing sheet (Figs. 10-11) 
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Miscellaneous 



a. | | Suspension of action on the above- identified application is requested under 37 C.F.R. § 1.103(c) for 

a period Of months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .17(i) required) 

b. □ Other 

3. | Fees | The RCE fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(e) is required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 14 when the RCE is filed. 

a- [X] The Director is hereby authorized to charge the following fees, or credit any overpayments, to 
Deposit Account No. 1 9-3550 

RCE fee required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17 (e) 
Extension of time fee (37 C.F.R. § 1.136 and 1 .17) 
Other any deficiency in the enclosed fee 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicants: William N. WEAVER 
Robert E. UNGAR 
Lonnie R. SEYMOUR 

Serial No.: 09/714,340 

Filed: 1 6 November 2000 



Title: 



SYSTEM AND APPARATUS FOR 
PACKAGING CONTAINERS 

AMENDMENT 
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Group: 3721 
Examiner: L.B. Tran 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Dear Sir: 



Applicants amend the subject application as follows: 



1 . (Currently Amended) A system for packaging multiple 
containers, the system comprising the steps of: 
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moving a carrier through an applicating machine, the carrier 
constructed of flexible plastic having a plurality of elongated apertures aligned in 
transverse ranks, which elongated apertures are oriented in a longitudinal direction 
of the carrier and have a longitudinal pitch between a center of each adjacent 
elongated aperture, the longitudinal pitch having a first length; 

moving a plurality of containers through the applicating machine, 
each container of the plurality of containers having a maximum diameter having a 
second length at least approximately 10% shorter than the first length and each 
container of the plurality of containers spaced at the first length apart from an 
adjacent container by the applicating machine; and 

positioning the carrier over the plurality of containers whereby each 
elongated aperture engages with one of the containers to form a package having a 
container pitch between a center of adjacent containers approximately equal to the 
second length. 

2. (Original) The system of Claim 1 wherein the elongated 
apertures, in an unstressed condition prior to application to the plurality of 
containers, are approximately four to six times longer than wide. 
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3. (Original) The system of Claim 1 wherein the carrier 
further comprises a plurality of relief holes positioned between adjacent 
longitudinal rows of elongated apertures. 

4. (Original) The system of Claim 3 wherein longitudinal 
extremities of the relief holes overlap end portions of adjacent elongated apertures 
in the longitudinal direction. 

5. (Original) The system of Claim 1 wherein the first length 
is approximately 3.0". 

6. (Original) The system of Claim 5 wherein the second 
length is approximately 2.6". 

7. (Original) The system of Claim 1 wherein the first length 
is approximately 1.15 times greater than the second length. 

8. (Original) The system of Claim 1 wherein an overall 
length of the carrier is reduced after the carrier is positioned over the plurality of 
containers to form a package. 
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9. (Currently Amended) An applicating system for 
packaging multiple containers in a carrier, each container having a height and a 
maximum diameter, the applicating system comprising: an applicating machine 
accommodating a plurality of containers spaced at intervals by the applicating 
machine and the carrier having adjacent longitudinal rows of elongated apertures 
with a longitudinal pitch between each elongated aperture having a first length that 
is greater than the maximum diameter and, after application to the plurality of 
containers juxtaposed relative to one another, the container pitch between adjacent 
containers within the carrier is a second length, at least approximately 10% less 
than the first length and approximately equal to the maximum diameter. 

10. (Original) The applicating system of Claim 9 wherein the 
carrier further comprises a plurality of relief holes positioned between adjacent 
longitudinal rows of elongated apertures. 

1 1 . (Original) The system of Claim 9 wherein the first length 
is approximately 3.0". 

12. (Original) The system of Claim 9 wherein the second 
length is approximately 2.6". 
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